
Dear DHS Family, 

First semester has come to an end; we are now 
beginning the second half of our school year. Stu-
dents began their second semester classes on this 
past Tuesday, so we are well on our way.  Parents, I 
have already met with ALL students to re-
emphasize DHS’ expectations and non-negotiables 
regarding badges, not adhering to dress code, cell 
phone usage, wearing earbuds, and disrespect to-
wards administration and ALL staff. 

Please note that students have been warned exten-
sively, so violators will suffer the consequences as 
outlined in DHS’ student handbook and Dillon Dis-
trict Four policies.  I  have also reiterated the new 
attendance policy as set forth by the district and 
the state of South Carolina.  This policy is outlined 
on page four of this issue of the school newsletter 
as well as each syllabus that your child received 
from each of his or her second semester teachers.  
Please be reminded that the new policy states that 
students are not allowed to miss more than ten 
days (excused or unexcused), and they cannot make 
up  more than five.  Once the maximum make up 
days are reached, the students will be assigned a 
Failure Due to Absence (FA) for the course  once 
he/she misses anymore days from that class or 
classes. 

It is also imperative that you are reminded that 
students must meet certain guidelines in order to 
be eligible to credit recover a class. Students  
cannot credit recover unless they have at least a 
50 in the class they want to recover; they must 
have a recommendation from the teacher of that 
course, and each course failed will cost $150.00 to 
recover. 

Parents, please make sure that you convey to your 
student(s) the importance and urgency of putting 

forth their best efforts in each class every 
day.  We want every student at Dillon High 
School to be as successful as they are destined 
to be, but it is their responsibility to ensure 
their own success.  If you have any questions, 
please do not hesitate to contact any adminis-
trator, guidance counselor, or your child’s sec-
ond semester teachers.  Remember that Excel-
lence at Dillon High  School is always Essential. 

 Sincerely, 

            Timothy Gibbs, Principal 

 

 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

Dillon High School  

  Reminder to Parents About DHS’ 
Title I Program...What is Title I? 
Title I of the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act provides finan-
cial assistance to state and local 
educational agencies to meet the 
needs of educationally deprived, at-
risk children.  The goal of Title I is to 
provide instructional services and 
activities to meet the needs of disad-
vantaged children identified as failing 
or most at risk of failing the state’s 
challenging performance goals. 
What will Title I do for your child? 
The Title I program will provide your child 
with extra educational assistance beyond 
the regular classroom. 

Title I programs generally offer: 

 Smaller classes or special instructional 
spaces 

 Additional teachers and aides 

 Opportunities for professional development 
for school staff 

 Extra time for teaching Title I students 
the skills they need. 

 A variety of supplementary teaching 
methods. 

 An individualized program for students 

 Additional teaching materials which supple-
ment their regular instruction 
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Calendar of Events 

February’s Events 
01/31-Report Cards 
02/15-Full Day Students and Staff 
02/26-Progress Reports 

Additional Academic Assistance 
 

Students, you have additional academic interventions in 
place to help ensure your academic success in each core 
class. Power Breakfast is available on the following days 
before school with the following  teachers: 
 

 Math– Coach McIntyre ( If Needed, Monday-Friday) 

 Science– Mrs. Willis (Tuesdays/Thursdays) 
 
***Late Day Academic Assistance with your teachers, 
Access to Virtual School Learning and During and After 
School Credit Recovery to Recover Units for Classes 
where  you have fallen behind.  After school credit recov-
ery costs $150.00 per course and requires at least a 50 
average and teacher recommendation. 



 
 

Mrs. Swaby-Douglas Gives a Lesson on British vs American English 
 

Differences between British and American English 
 

Being a Jamaican, I learned British English in school, and it is sometimes difficult for people to  

understand what I mean when I use certain words. As such, I decided to do an article on the ‘Differences 

between British and American English’. 

 

The British actually introduced the language to the Americas when they reached these lands by sea 

 between the 16th and 17th centuries. At that time, spelling had not yet been standardized. It took the  

writing of the first dictionaries to set in stone how these words appeared. In the UK, the dictionary was 

compiled by London-based scholars. Meanwhile, in the United States, the lexicographer was a man named 

Noah Webster. Allegedly, he changed how the words were spelled to make the American version different 

from the British as a way of showing cultural independence from its mother country. 

 

British and American English have some spelling differences. Here are a few: 
British English    American English 
anaemia, diarrhoea,    anemia, diarrhea, 
burnt, dreamt, leapt   burned, dreamed, leaped 
colour, behaviour, mould  color, behavior, mold) 
 
The Americans and the British also have some vocabulary words that differ from each other. 
British English    American English 
Holiday    vacation 
Chips   French fries 
biscuit    cookie 
 

While there may be certain differences between British and American English, the key takeaway is that the 

two have more similarities. Accidentally using one instead of the other will not automatically lead to mis-

communication. Americans and Brits can usually communicate with each other without too much  

difficulty, so don’t be too hard on yourself if you are unable to understand what I say at times.  

 

 

 



 
 

Mrs. Graham Highlights the Science Department 
 

Biology I - As we begin the second semester of the school year,  the primary focus of the 
science department is the Biology I End-of-Course Test.  Students are continuing to work dili-
gently to learn the biology state department standards that are being taught by Mrs. Graham, Mr. 
Robinson  and Mrs. Ansted.  With hard work, nightly studying, and perseverance,  we are confident 
that our students will perform well on the EOC test when it is administered in May. 
Anatomy and Physiology – Mrs. Graham is preparing her students for their futures in the health 
care profession by giving them a glimpse of the human body and its function.  The class will study 
the chemistry and physics of the structures of the body. They will also study the Physiology of 
the human body, which explains how the structures of the body work together to maintain life.  

Biology II – Mrs. McCallum and Mrs. Ansted are continuing the study of the biological sciences 
with broader topics that will prepare college bound students for a career in the natural sciences. 

Chemistry – Mrs. Willis is preparing her chemistry classes for their future in the world of science 
and “heavy duty” science courses that our students will encounter as they continue postsecondary 
education. 

Physical Science – Mr. Simmons and Mrs. Nchinda are hard at work introducing high school stu-
dents to their first high school science course.  Physical science provides an important foundation 
for all of the future science courses.  Focusing primarily on chemistry and physics, this course also 
emphasizes the importance of good math skills. 

Environmental Science – Ms. Nchinda will be exposing our students to the importance of the natu-
ral world around us.  Topics that will be discussed include conservation, wildlife, and the im-
portance of being good stewards of our earth by taking care of our natural resources. 

AP Biology - Mr. Wiggins is diligently at work preparing this class for the high stakes test this 
spring.  Students enrolled in this course should be prepared for increased rigor and a be willing 
to invest numerous hours in studying due to the challenging nature of this course. 

The Dillon High School Science Department is confident that semester II will be one of great 
discoveries for our students! 

 

 



 

From the Desk of Mrs. Hastings 
Understanding Mathematics, Don’t Leave School without it! 
 
Mathematics, is one of the most exciting subjects in school. It’s like the building 
blocks project: when you have the foundation, there is never a dull moment with 
the excitement of building upon the new project. Math is being: 
Fundamentally Focused, Universally equipped, and Notably prepared for an ever
-changing society.  
 
As math educators we take pride in preparing our students for the future. We 
 understand as the world turns, so must the way we educate our students. This 
school year our Department has introduced the MDC – Mathematics Design 
Collaborative – approach to teachers. Our desire is to prepare ALL of our  
students for success, by creating critical thinkers through mathematics teaching 
practices using high quality professional tools. 
 
Therefore, we are making sure our students are prepared for their future one 
math class at a time! 
 
 
Amanda Hastings, Math Department Chair 

 

ATTENDANCE INFORMATION 

District policy is as follows: 

The school year consists of 180 school days.  Attendance is the presence of a student on days when school 
is in session.  Students may be counted present only when they are actually at school, on homebound instruction, or 
are present at a school activity which is authorized by the school.  This may include field trips, athletic contests, 
academic contests, music festivals, student conventions and similar activities. 

Students must have 120 hours of seat time to earn a Carnegie unit (60 hours for a ½ unit). 
This limits all absences to 10 days (5 days for a ½ unit). This includes all days missed – excused, unexcused, be-

reavement, medical, etc. 
When students have three (3) consecutive or five (5) total unexcused or unverified absences (by class and/or 

school day) the school will contact parents and develop a truancy intervention plan (TIP) for improved attend-
ance.  Students under 17 years of age who violate a TIP will be referred to a higher authority for truancy.  
Parents will be required to meet with administration to develop plan.  

If you are not in class, you are marked absent! 
Only five (5) days can be made up to count toward ATTENDANCE RECOVERY. 
ATEC STUDENTS – ALL students will ride the bus to and from ATEC every day.  If you are late and miss 

the bus to ATEC, your parent must sign you in at ATEC. Students of parents choosing not to take them to 
ATEC due to late arrival will remain in ISS until 3rd block or until students return from ATEC. Driving privi-
leges for students going to ATEC will be at the principal’s discretion. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



Learning a foreign Language, a way of broadening our horizons 

By Zulay Burgos 

 

Learning a foreign language implies not only to know about a very different pronunciation, gram-
mar, semantics but also it helps to discover other kinds of cultures as well. Spanish is one of the 
Romance Languages that was originated in the Castile region of Spain and today has hundreds 
of millions of native speakers in 23 countries of Latin America, Equatorial Guinea and Spain. It is 
considered a global language, one of the six official languages in the United Nations and one of 
the most spoken native languages in the world, after Mandarin Chinese and Russian. In the Unit-
ed States, there are about forty million people that speak Spanish at home, making it the second 
most spoken language. Besides, it is the most studied foreign language in United States.  

 

Spanish at high school broadens the students the possibilities of learning about new ways of liv-
ing, other ways of thinking, learning about different cultures. Students in Dillon High School have 
the opportunity of sharing with Spanish native speaker teachers who also share with them their 
culture and customs. Additionally, in Dillon there is a considerable number of students who speak 
Spanish at home due to their Mexican roots, which helps them reinforce their mother tongue at 
school. This school year, students of Spanish 3 had the great experience of appreciating a show 
in Fayetteville, NC about the different kinds of cultural manifestations through the history and mu-
sic of Latin-American countries such as Cuba, Puerto Rico, Colombia, Venezuela, Argentina, Pe-
ru and Mexico. A spectacular performance of dancers and singers, where they showed the differ-
ent dances of Latino American cultural heritage. Also, as has become a tradition, the students  
taking Spanish 1 and 2 were able to experience Mexican food during a field trip taking place at a 
Mexican restaurant where they have the opportunity of ordering food (in Spanish) in a real context 
and also appreciating the flavors of this culture.  

 

To conclude, I want to mention a saying that says: “learn a new language, get a new soul”. In this 
sense, knowing more about other languages and cultures opens the gates to better understand 
other behaviors, histories, geographies. It also wakes up our curiosity of knowing about other life-
styles and discovering what is beyond the horizon. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain


 
 
 
 
 

Jestine Wade, Library Media Specialist 
 

Why Reading? The most critical skill for academic success—and success later in life—is the ability to read well.  
 
I am a parent of a high school student. What can I do?   
  
Here are a few tips: 

 Understand it is never too late to benefit from independent reading. 

 Build independent reading time into your teen’s day.  Remove all distractions.  Good-bye electronics.  Teens may be tempted to stray 
away from their reading if they use electronic devices. 

 Start slow and build. Agree on the length of time. Use a timer. 

 Offer a selection of books at your teen’s reading level and from different genres and help them find books they might enjoy. Teens 
can naturally find they love to read and build 

 confidence when they choose their own reading materials. 
Have your teen  make a reading list of 4 or 5 books they want to read and set personal reading goals. 

 Find enjoyable ways for your teen to share what they read, including things like family book clubs, family group text or discussion 
time 
Read the same book as your teen so the two of you may discuss the book together. Push them to think outside of the box 
or look for deeper meaning. Adapted from the Waterfort Institute 3 benefits of independent reading—and how to make 
it work in your classroom 

 
RETURN ALL OUTSTANDING TEXTBOOKS TO THE LIBRARY!  

 

2nd Nine Weeks Honor Roll 

Congratulations to the Following Students: 

9th Grade- A Honor Roll-Temarrian Lee-Maxie Davis, Chloe Erin Dove, Avery Walker Hulon, Jala Amaya Lewis, Mkinley Logan Miller, 
Aristide Nizeyimana, Makenly Alisabeth Powers, Jada Leona Reaves, Charlotte Ruth Sellers, Mo’Nazia Zhane Sowells, Caroline Nikole 
Williams—AB Honor Roll-Daijah Marie Breeden, Harley Cheyenne Britt, Makenzie Brianna Gloria Brown, Reagan Nicole Brumble, Kierra 
Alyssia Fowler, Bukuru Francois, Kaeyonsay Taniya Galloway, Nigel Malik George, Haley Victoria Harper, Mya Faith Huggins, Kelci Morgan 
Hunt, Summer Paige Lewellen, Butoyi Marcelina, Jermaree Devion McDaniel, Thomsy Niyibitanga, Ja’Nia Antwonette Owens, Jamiya Pa-
trice Shantel Page, Kannaji Kavex Shidez Peppers,  Shakierah Jamesha Roberts, Kyle Pacey Rowell, Jacob Matthew Scott, Christopher 
Shepherd, Shayla Briana Thompson, Michael Wayne Turner, Sherlyn Sandoval Leslie Gomez, Kimberly Ann Williams, Jatoria Tatyanna 
Wilson 
 
10th Grade-A Honor Roll-Christina Elijae’ Bethea, Abigail Kay Bristow, Noah Bradley Carter, Matthew Aaron Clewis, Malaysia Nicole 
Davis, Da’Myas An’Tronai Lapresha Dixon, Ta’Lazia Markita Dixon, Adrianna Shantece-Jere Ervin, Vodeja Lucrissa Evans, Carrie Grace 
Faircloth, Harely Breanna Fowler, Jaila Sierra Fowler, Hunter Ryan Godbolt, Jayla Deandra Goodwin, James Avery Hewitt, Lily Ann Hulon, 
Kaiden Knox Jackson, Dukunde Marie Paredes, Breanna McCrimmon, Zy’Keira Tamira McLeod-Wright, Jordan Reid Mew, Ayana Celeste 
Moultrie, Juste Ndayishimiye, Emeline Niyibitanga, Lauren Alexis Rogers, Mariann Renee’ Thompson, Ashton Marie Turner, Zi’Kia Zy’Air 
Wilson, Jalik Ty’rese Wright—AB Honor Roll—Jada Nicole Alford, Marquita Teonna Baker, Dohnavin Chalice Brown, Jacarry Javon Cab-
bagestalk, Aniyah La’Destiny Campbell, Kaitlyn Alexis Carter, Haley Elizabeth Caulder, Jazlyn Nicole Causey, Monica Clements, Madison 
Shae Cooper, Taniya Syree’ Crawford, Darnell Grantland Hayden Davis, Jada Neketia Davis, David Lee Devine, Destiny Nicole Doroteo, 
Marissa Nancy Doroteo, Jalayzhia I’ayanna English,  India Ny’Kia Farmer, Hannah Nicole Gendreau, Na’Paris Quanaisha Graham, Ja’Paul 
Kawan Green, Kewannie Sayyid Harrison, Alyse Nicole Hines, Ahmari Toraino Huggins-Bruce, Uzzia Lovelace Good Jean-Baptiste, Con-
stance Zibborah Jenkins, Staceyonna Zykera Johnson, Jacob Riley Kale, Deanna Denise Lane, Ava Nicole Ava Lewis, Renzalo Brock Mack, 
Candice Mattie McBride, Qa’Meek Zyier McInnis, Shaniya Quadaisa McInnis, Amir Quevon McLellan, Michael Avery Moody, Shamiah 
Lanazi Jonase Moultrie, Anne Philadelphie Ndayishimiye, Adrian Shaquan Nelson, Donavon Wayne Perritt, Autumn Rayne Price, William 
Sadok, Quashod Devon Singleton, Ajana Shauntia Tyson, Ny’Asia Zykeer Washington, Ka’Myriah Sylinda Denise Williamson 
 
 

https://www.waterford.org/tips-to-improve-reading-skills/


11th Grade -A Honor Roll—Jykya-Makala Precious Bell, Lashanti Unique Dixon, Kionna Samya Harris, 
Asia Monet Johnson, India Boone Lockemy, Rakiah Zina Manning, Dalia Lopez Martinez, Antania Dasia 
McCollum, Elijah Tyziah McGuire, Chyna Ja’vae Pouncey, Fred Anthony Ramirez, Allyson Asia Jade 
Tyndall, AB-Honor Roll—Ashanti Lavonda Alford, Madisyn Kaleigh Alford, Reyanna Asia-Monay 
Arnette, Malachi Alexander Bember, Makayla Shylesse Bethea, Mukanyandwi Marie Chantal, 
Shakirah Bra’Niya Clark, Roy Edward Covington, Alexus Ni’Asia Davis, Knachanty Na’Asia Moet’ Davis, 
Yunique Dawkins, Na’Ziya Deberry, Ty’Ron Da’Zhure Dixon, Dezmond Amir Gooden, Shantazia Danielle 
Gordon, Brittany Elizabeth Green, Kayla Nicole Green, Rheal Ma’La Grice, Jacob Ryan Guillen, Adia 
Marie Horvath, Lindsay Grace Hyatt, Sha’Kiera Janea Ingram, Tyshad Raheim Jacobs, Regina Shirelle 
Johnson, Sekyiwa Nazay Jones, Jania Alexus Kennedy, Emily Ryann Locklear, Sanquorm Leontric 
McLellan, Ja’Asia Christina McRae,  Ashlyn Kay Miller, Di’Anna Ah-Shanta Moody, Joseph Lee Mur-
phy, Rizikiyamungu Nizeyimana, Marie Rozine Nsengiyumva, Jersey Lynn Oliver, Dulce Guadalope Or-
tega, Jennifer Nicole Oxendine, Deondre N.T. Rogers, Zyquisha Monique Saunders, Erica Necole 
Scoggins, Allayssa Faye Simmons, La’Keria Keonia Ca’Shayla Smith, Jackson Kevin Stone,  Elexusha 
Mercede Taylor, La’kiya Janey Taylor, Danasha Rayonna Chane Townsend, Camereon Nicole Tyler, 
Zavian Tyreek Tyson, Brian Kilell Williams, Jareshia Shearon Wright 
 
12th Grade—A Honor Roll—Kelsey Victoria Ball, Amairamy Lizbeth Broca-Bernel, Zaquand Tavon 
Brown, James Carroll Coleman, Brandon Oliver Carter, Maleah Desiree Carter, Jayla Ranajea Crew, 
Jasmyne Lyn Gibson, Cortez Malik Greer, Zakkarriyya Tyquisha Harrison, Nancy Lee Hodge, Raymond 
Yancey Hodge, Noah McKenzie Hodge, Cayla Marie Hunt, Kaitlyn Fayth Leann Lowder, Messiah Ahmad 
McCrimmon, Na’Zhia Mo’Nae McDougal, Christopher Matthew McDowell, Wy’khale Ty’lik McGill, Cur-
tis Johnson McLaurin, Te’Essance Amya Mills, Jacqueline Grace Reaves, Lacey Elizabeth Tanner, Am-
brea Rene Washington, Colby Michael Watts, Makayla Omega Wiggins, T’Niya Grantese Williams—AB 
Honor Roll—DiaJeanette Tarell Alford, Sofia Grace Ma. Alim, Kardrella Jeanetta Baker, Azhana Ke-
nAsia Bethea, Ja’Marius Ni-Heem Bethea, Khalil O’Brian Bethea, Joelisha Chantel Blue, Shania Tyasia 
Brown, Sandy Ann Bullock, Charity Janae Cain, Joshua Emmanuel Cooks, Lamika Anquasha Cousar,  
Madori Dae’Rhonda Davis, Stephen Chase Dudney, Kiara Nichole Edge, Ja’Ziah Kendall Evans, Alexia 
Jenae Green, Justin Nicholas Green, Annette Habonimana, Kentrae’ Jaheim Harley, Dominique Lashay 
Hayes, Jarquise Tyshawn Herring, Aundrea Nicole Hunt, Jasmine Leigh Lane, Ajani Davion Leach, 
Lauryn Ashlee Lemmon, Shamar Devontae McCollum, Camryn Skyler McCoy, Zanaya Monique McCoy, 
Ja’Ronda Patrice McCrimmon, Ny’Corious Da’J Rasheem McDougal, Jade McDowell,  Chavida Vonzell 
McLaughlin, Davon Rikiese McLaughlin, DeAsia Nichole McLellan, Salima Emaru Nicole McRae, Nia-
Jaadiah Unique Moody, Kaley Nicole Moore, Katelyn Larissa Oliver, Mariah Elizabeth Owens, Sarah 
LeAnn Owens, Haley Kionna Oxendine, Shaniya Kadasha Na’Sh Page, Jafet Paramo, Breanna Delayne 
Rice, Amanda  Kristen Rouse, Calvin Lee Sanders, Qy’Tasia Nadreka Smith, Shobria Zykera Sowells, 
Arreonna Alexis Terry, Michael Austin Tyndall, Justin Amir Wade 
 
 
 



Vision 

The vision of DHS is to create a partnership with the community to develop students who 
are responsible, successful, and highly motivated.  

 

Mission 

The mission of Dillon High School is to prepare all students to achieve excellence by cre-
ating an environment conducive to learning where students, staff, and families work to-
gether to promote the skills needed in a continuously changing world.  

 

Beliefs 

* Achievement comes from effort.  

* Respect fosters respect.  

* Family is the foundation of society.  

* Learning is a life-long process.  

* People are accountable for the choices they make.  

* Human beings can achieve excellence.  

* We are responsible to each other.  

* There is a Supreme Being.  

* Every human has potential.  
 

 

Dillon School District Four Mission: 

  

Dillon School District Four will inspire all stakeholders to engage students in creative, innovative, 
and critical thinking activities that address language arts, science, technology, engineering, and 
math (STEM) standards, in order to prepare all students for college, future careers and citizenship 
in the 21st Century. 

 

 

 



Dillon District Four: no cellphones or other devices during school day 
 
According to the Dillon District Four’s Possession/Use of Electronic Communication Devices in 
School (Policy JICJ) is simple: cellphones or other devices cannot be used or activated during the 
school day. Other devices may include pagers, walkie-talkies, or other telecommunication devic-
es that emit an audible signal, vibrate, or display a message. 
 
Students are permitted to use cellphones after regular school hours and during extracurricular 
activities. 
 
The policy also states that the district will make an exception for documented medical reason 
and when a student aged 18 or older is an active member of a volunteer firefighting organization 
or volunteer emergency service organization. 
 
The district specifically bans the use of camera devices to violate the privacy of a student or staff 
member. 
 
The Student Discipline Code Book lays out punishments that students will be subject to in the 
case of a violation. 
 
Level I-G the student possesses the device and it will be confiscated and submitted to the Office. 
 
Level II-B offense is when the student uses the device for photos/videos/audio during the school 
day. 
 
First Time offense is three days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required for 
reinstatement 
 
Second Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and a parent conference is required 
for reinstatement. 
 
Third Time offense is five days out-of-school suspension and pending administrative hearing. 
 
Please refer to pages 8 and 10 in the Student Discipline Code Book. 
 

 


